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Presentation of an  
IEEE pen to speaker  
Barbara Hochberg by  
Andrew Miller. 

 
 
Professor Abu 
Selimudden of BCC  
speaking to the IEEE 
Berkshire Section. 

 

Message from the Section Chair 

This is an interesting and exciting time for the Berkshire Section of 
the IEEE.  We have had several successful meetings and 
your Executive Committee has several more planned this year.  
Watch for the announcements in the mail and occasionally check the 
website for an update of our planned meetings. 
   In addition to the meetings, we will be piloting a PCTV Program 
for and about Engineering and Science.  Watch for it on PCTV or 
look for the schedule on the website. 
   There will also be writing contests, science fairs and displays, and 

scholar awards.  So, attend the meetings and get involved with our local groups like 
Power Engineering Chapter, the Computer and Control Chapter or the Consultants 
Network.  See you there. 
Bert Pritchard 
 
Berkshire Section Events 
 
The 2009 Engineering Week dinner was held on February 12 at the Bass Water Grill in 
Cheshire.  John P. Hogan of edm gave a talk on the restoration of the Colonial Theater in 
Pittsfield, which his firm edm had a roll.  The occasion was organized by Allan Boschen. 
 

 
On March 19, 2009 the Berkshire Consultants Network sponsored a 
dinner and presentation at the Bass Water Grill in Cheshire.  The 
presentation was by Barbara Hochberg and Robert Desrosiers on the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Berkshire Community 
College a membership-led organization committed to the idea of 
learning as a lifelong experience.  The meeting was organized by 
Andrew Miller. 
 

 
 
 
On April 17, 2009 the IEEE USA and the Pace Network 
sponsored a dinner and presentation at the Wahconah Country 
Club.  The presentation was by Professor Abu Selimudden on the 
Economic Crisis --- U.S. and the world -- Its causes, 
consequences, and solutions.  The meeting was organized by 
Andrew Miller. 
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Richard Kolodziejczyk presenting Dr. John J. 
Burke with a certificate of appreciation. 

 
Joe Slocik presenting an  
IEEE Pen to the presenter  
Thomas P. Sullivan. 
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The Berkshire Section Annual Meeting was held on May 14, 
2009 at Zucchini’s Restaurant.  The subject of the presentation 
was Engineering Project Lifecycle: A Case Study.  The presenter 
was Thomas P. Sullivan a Lead Engineer at General Dynamics.  
Also at the Annual Meeting was the recognition of the winners 
of the 2009 High School Writing Contest and the drawing for 
the Scholar Awards for children of Berkshire Section members.  
The meeting was organized by Joe Slocik . 
 
 
 

 
Joe Slocik and Bert Pritchard with the Monument Mountain winners of the 2009 High 
School Writing Contest drawing the winners of the 2009 Scholar Awards. 
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The Winners of the 2009 Scholar Awards are: Emily Ury, Elizabeth Ury, and Ryan 
Sullivan. 
 
 
 
 

 
George Haus with Willie Watkins of Monument Mountain, Jessica Stevens of Monument 
Mountain, Alison Crandall of Lee and Christian Austin of Pittsfield, winners of the 2009 
High School Writing Contest. 
 
 
The Winners of the 2009 High School Writing Contest are: 
 

Grades 9/10  
 
First - Sam Levin of Monument Mountain for “Evolution of Ethology” 
Second - Willie Watkins of Monument Mountain for “The Chemistry of Batteries” 
Third - Christian Austin of Pittsfield for “Language” 
Honorable - Rachael Bell of Miss Hall’s for “The Stoop Effect” 
Honorable - James Zuber of Lenox for “Autism: An Environmental Epidemic” 

 
Grades 11/12 
 
First - Alison Crandall of Lee for “The Energy Crisis: Alternative Energy                        
Solutions” 
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Second - Jessica Stevens of Monument Mountain for “Resveratrol” 
Third – Malina Filkins of Miss Hall’s for “Autism: A Puzzle of Many Pieces” 
Honorable – DoYoung Lim of Darrow for “The History of the Microwave Oven – 
The Greatest Discovery Since Fire” 
Honorable – Elissa Bordeau of Pittsfield for “A.L.L.A. Helping People Make 
Music Every Day” 

 
The prizes are: 
 
  FIRST: $500 for the student, $1000 school grant  

SECOND: $400 for the student, $800 school grant  
THIRD: $300 for the student, $600 school grant 
HONORABLE: $100 for the student, $200 school grant 

 
The 2009 High School Writing Contest was organized by George Haus.   
 Copies of the winning papers can be found on the Berkshire Section web site. 
http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r1/berkshire/contests.htm 
 
On Thursday, May 28 the IEEE Power Chapter will present a Live Demonstration of a 
Manhole Event at the EPRI Lenox High Voltage Laboratory, 115 East New Lenox Rd, 
Lenox Ma.  The presentation will be at 11:30 am – 1:00 pm, The cost to a member is 
$5.00, the event is open to non-members at a cost of $10.00, lunch will be provided. For 
reservations email or call by May 26 David Rueger Tel: (413) 448-2452 e-mail: 
daverueger@yahoo.com 
 
 
Region One Events 
 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Student Branch of the IEEE 
Tour of EPRI Lenox Lab 

 
The IEEE Berkshire Section hosted a visit and tour at the Electric Power Research 
Institute (EPRI) High-Voltage lab in Lenox MA on April 15th, 2009.  The group 
consisted of 14 members of the Student Branch of the IEEE from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (RPI).  The members ranged from freshman to graduate students pursuing EE 
and EPOW majors at RPI.    
 
The students were treated to an overview presentation of the lab facility and a walk-
around tour.  The tour was guided by David Rueger, a research engineer for EPRI who 
provided a close-up and personal view of the lab.    
 
This type of outing allowed the students to see first hand what research engineers do.  It 
showed that engineering can be very interesting and exciting career.  
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RPI web site  
       http://www.rpi.edu/ 
RPI Department of Electrical, Computer, and Systems Engineering web site  
        http://www.ecse.rpi.edu/ 
EPRI web site 
          www.epri .com 
 
 
 
 
Other Events and Resources 
 
The IEEE web site has a number of newsletters that you can sign up for. They are 
delivered by e-mail on such topics as Circuits, Computing, Libraries, Power, Signal 
Processing, Students and Wireless & Communications.   
The signup page is http://whatsnew.ieee.org/ 
 
 
The IEEE Computer Society in order to provide ways for computing professionals to 
discover the latest or most popular information available in their respective field of study 
or interest has podcasts and video blogs available.   
The web page is http://www2.computer.org/portal/web/csmediacenter 
 

 
Group photo Rensselaer Polytechnic  
Institute Student Branch of the IEEE  
and the EPRI tour guide 

 
Aerial view of the EPRI High-
Voltage Laboratory 


