Minutes of the IEEE NH Section Executive Committee Meeting

Thursday, November 8, 2007
Blake’s Family Restaurant, Manchester, NH


Attendees: Jim Anderson, Dean Bacon, Celine Bilodeau, Paul Krell, Tom Perkins, Don Sherwood, Rhonda St.Laurent., Jen Schelly, Barbara Bancroft, Ravi Subrahmanyan.
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:25 PM.

Jim Anderson motioned to accept the October 11, 2007 Meeting Minutes (without reading), Don Sherwood seconded the motion and it passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Jim Anderson motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report labeled November, 2007, Barbara Bancroft seconded the motion and it passed.
Chapter, Group, and Committee Reports
PE Chapter – Paul Krell is planning to have a meeting on December 11 or 13 featuring Gary Epler, Unitil’s Legal Counsel, on the “New Energy Policy Act” and its impact on utilities. Paul plans to advertise the meeting by email and in the newsletter.
Computer Chapter – Barbara Bancroft reported the October meeting on “A Survey of Contemporary RFID Solutions and Applications” was successful. A demonstration was given of the RFID. There will be two seminars; one in November will feature Jim Gottwald from BAE on the Software Development for Space Missions. Another meeting will take place at SNHU on December 4th. Susan K. Land, the computer society President elect, will be the speaker. The computer society is lining up meetings for early 2008.
MTT-S Chapter – Tom Perkins reported ten people attended the October meeting; “Thru the Wall Personnel Detection”. The last MTT meeting is scheduled on November 15 and Jason Boh, Agilent, will be speaking on “Signal Integrity for 5-10 Gbps Board Designs.”

PEL Chapter – Discussion was held about disbanding the PEL Chapter or making it a joint NH-Boston Chapter. Paul Krell suggested having a joint meeting with the PE and PEL. Paul would be willing to work with the PEL members if they are interested.
EMBS Chapter – Contact has been made with Wayne Smith who will try to get something going for the EMBS Chapter. Tom Perkins has submitted the L31 for the “Thru the Wall Personnel Detection” as a joint MT-T EMBS meeting. EMBS will need to hold another meeting before the end of the year.
Communication / Signal Processing Joint Chapter – Ravi Subrahmanyan reported they have four signatures of the twelve needed to form the chapter. They have their first speaker lined up.

WIE Group – Jen Schelly reported the group held a planning meeting. In January, WIE will host a Networking event at Finale Restaurant in Boston. They will have a tour of the Seabrook Nuclear plant in April which will be held jointly with the Society of Women Engineers. WIE plans to have a tour of Anheuser Bush in July. In August or September there will be another Tea Party.
Life Member – Jim Anderson did not have a report.

Student Activities Committee – Rhonda St.Laurent, Tom Perkins and Stuart MacPherson visited the UNH campus on November 7. There are 30 student members. The students were interested in buying NH IEEE tee shirts. Barbara Bancroft reported that the NH Community Technical College, Nashua has met all the requirements to form a student branch and they were awaiting Col. Shoop’s approval. There has been no contact from UNH Manchester. 

Action Items – List was reviewed and updated.
Joint NH Engineering Societies – Tom Perkins reported the meetings will begin on January 10 and the Symposium is scheduled for October 9, 2008. There was a discussion on submitting a nomination for Young Engineer from the NHIEEE.
Pre-University Education Activists Committee – Don Sherwood reported that the Derry Middle School is interested in the program. There has been no contact from the Nashua School District. Don will follow up on this. 
Jim Anderson reported ThinkFest will be held next March at Merrimack College, Andover MA. ThinkFest currently has mainly civil and mechanical activities and they are looking for electrical activities. The winner of the catapult contest gets a $100,000 scholarship in Civil Engineering at Merrimack College. Jim Anderson motioned for the Section to become a $100.00 sponsor of ThinkFest 2008. The IEEE Logo will be on the tea shirts that the kids receive. Don Sherwood seconded and it passed.
Membership Upgrade – There have been 19 new senior members this year.
Membership Development – Tom Perkins mentioned that non-members attending Chapter meetings should be contacted to become IEEE members.

2008 Elections – Jim Anderson reported the nominations will close on November 26. The Secretary must send the new Officers List to IEEE HQ as soon as the results are finalized.

November Annual Banquet – There were positive comments on the Banquet.
Newsletter – Deadline for the December newsletter is November 23. 
Old Business – Jim Anderson revised the Communication Policy motion, which was tabled last month, as follows:
“Section Email List Policy

The preferred use of the Section e-mail list is to announce the newsletter. Other use of the Section email list requires approval of the Section Chair. NOTE: Chairs of Chapter and Affinity Groups are free to communicate with their current members by their method of choice.” Six were in favor of the motion, one opposed, motion passed.

New Business – Jim Anderson motioned to form a Tellers Committee of Chuck Button, Jim Isaak and Paul Krell, Don Sherwood seconded and the motion passed.
Jim Anderson motioned to appoint Jennifer Ng as the Assistant Webmaster to take care of routine maintenance of the Section web site. There was a discussion and the motion was tabled.

There was a discussion pertaining to Bob O’Donnell’s issue with the reimbursement of expenses by AESS.
The next meeting will be held on December 13, 2007, at 6:00 PM, at Blake’s Family Restaurant in Manchester.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:01 PM.
Attachments to the original signed copy of the minutes:

1- Sign in sheet
2- Treasurer’s October report 
3- Action Item List

Respectfully submitted:
Celine Bilodeau, Secretary
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