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NEW JERSEY COAST SECTION IEEE
In Conjunction with INFOAGE 
Is Pleased to Present 
NO SHORT CLIMB "Race Workers" & America's Defense Technology

A Documentary by Robert Johnson Jr. Professor

Framingham State College, MA

February 21 2008; 6 PM at the INFOAGE Museum, Wall, NJ 
Registration & Directions can be found at  –  http://ewh.ieee.org/r1/njcoast/register.htm
ABOUT INFOAGE - Infoage is a group of cooperating non-profit organizations dedicated to inspiring students to learn science and engineering at this unique historic site.  We are working on the preservation and education of information age technologies, as we honor the pioneers of communications.  Our member and visitors are benefiting from the dynamic and evolving atmosphere created by this concentration of information technology experts and unique exhibits.
PRESENTATION ABSTRACT 
During the period immediately following the Great Depression, young African-American men and women graduated from high schools and colleges across the nation with degrees in the sciences. However, they found themselves unemployed and unemployable. 

As the U.S. geared up for the approaching War in Europe, efforts were made to aggressively recruit and place African- Americans in positions in the military and in the civilian service corps. In spite of barriers that hindered acceptance, promotion, and recognition of their accomplishments, African-American scientists and technicians made major contributions to the success of “state-of-the art” defense weaponry developed during this era. 
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No Short Climb combines personal memoir with archival footage, still photography, and graphics, to present a first-hand account of this previously unknown story.   Thanks to the work of Professor Robert Johnson Jr., who conducted a series of oral histories in the early 1990s, the resourcefulness, productivity, and patriotism of men and women of African American heritage at Camp Evans was brought forth.  Given (or more accurately - not denied) the opportunity to achieve and contribute these persons did.  During WWII African Americans demonstrated the spirit and personal heroism that would again be drawn upon in the 1960s to save America from the grip of racial injustice.  African Americans associated with Camp Evans became Ph.Ds, accomplished engineers, decorated officers and respected managers. 
BIOGRAPH – ROBERT JOHNSON - An Associate Professor and Chair of the Communication Arts Department at Framingham State College, Massachusetts. He has produced over two-dozen documentary profiles of scientists from the U.S., Canada, and England. These programs have aired on PBS and cable television
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