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The Communications Chapter
and
Aerospace and Electronic Systems Chapter 
THE MESSENGER MISSION TO MERCURY - FIRST LIGHT
Presented by NORI LASLO
April 17th 2008; 6 PM at the Eatontown Library, 33 Broad Street, Eatontown, NJ
FREE Talk and Pizza Dinner – The Public is Welcome !
Registration & Directions   http://ewh.ieee.org/r1/njcoast/register.htm
ABSTRACT 
On August 3, 2004, the MErcury Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry and Ranging (MESSENGER) spacecraft began its 4.9-billion-mile journey to the innermost planet in our solar system.  In 2005, MESSENGER headed back toward Earth for a gravity boost before continuing on past Venus.  After flying past Venus twice (October 2006 and June 2007) and using the tug of Venus’ gravity to adjust its trajectory, the spacecraft will use three flybys of Mercury to further refine its position and enable it to successfully enter into orbit about Mercury on March 18, 2011.

On January 14, 2008, MESSENGER completed its first Mercury flyby, marking NASA’s first return to the planet since the visit by Mariner 10 more than thirty years ago.  In addition to executing a near-perfect gravity assist, this encounter returned data that offers us a tantalizing glimpse at the portion of Mercury’s surface never before seen by any spacecraft.  Nori Laslo, the Mission Operations Lead for MESSENGER’s Mercury Dual Imaging System, will show some of the spectacular new data and discuss the design of the spacecraft and its mission.
ABOUT NORI LASLO
Nori Laslo is employed at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab on NASA’s MESSENGER mission.  As the Mission Operations lead for MESSENGER’s Mercury Dual Imaging System, she builds the command sequences that configure and control the imaging system’s wide angle and narrow angle cameras.  Prior to joining the MESSENGER mission, Nori spent five years on the Science Mission Planning team for the Chandra X-ray Telescope at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics.  As a Mission Planner, she built Chandra observing schedules based on proposed science requirements and on the Chandra spacecraft’s operational constraints.

Nori graduated from Rutgers College in 2001, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Astronomy and Computer Science.  She has also undertaken graduate studies in Science Education and was a teaching fellow in the Astronomy Dept. at Harvard.  She believes strongly in the importance of making science and math both accessible and exciting to students young and old, and she hopes to continue to participate in education and public outreach throughout her career.
Questions can be directed to Frank Laslo, Communications Chair at flaslo@ieee.org;   Dru Reynolds, Aerospace and Electronic Systems Chair at dru@reynoldsrecruiters.com; or Nori at nori.laslo@jhuapl.edu
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