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ABSTRACT
 
Many inventors can recall with joy the moment when a 'flash' of innovation occurred, leading to an invention.  Unfortunately, not all inventors can adequately document such moments in a meaningful way.  This can be particularly troublesome if an inventor attempts to obtain patent protection in the U.S. and is required to document a date of conception or reduction to practice of an invention.  What are some recommended ways of documenting these activities?  This presentation will review the role that Electronic Laboratory Notebooks (ELNs) can serve in this regard, and will provide a quick introduction to some current ELN software.  A discussion of Congress' potential shift of the U.S. patent system from a first-to-invent to a first-to-file model, as well as its impact on inventors, will also be provided 
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