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PACE
PRESENTS A TALK ON
IT Consulting: Surviving the Downturn
By
Brenda Belkin, Belkin Consulting, Inc.
Rakesh Bisaria, Raritan Inc.
August 12, 2009 5:30PM at Eatontown Library, 33 Broad Street, Eatontown, NJ  07724
Registration is required; register at: http://ewh.ieee.org/r1/njcoast/register.htm
Abstract

Given that several major industries have moved or are moving away from our area, many professionals are re-making themselves to take on expanded roles in adjacent industries as well as considering entrepreneurship opportunities.  The purpose of this talk is to discuss the nature and landscape of IT Consulting and its benefits.    Specifically, the talk will include discussion and dialog on the following topics:
· The nature of consulting and its critical success factors.
· What clients want.
· Importance of  niche area expertise.
· The business aspects of a consulting practice.
· Process of  finding customers.
· Distinguishing yourself – what your resume is telling you.
· Looking for opportunities globally.
· Preparing for alternative career options.
Biography
Brenda Belkin is the founder of Belkin Consulting, Inc., an information technology firm specializing in systems engineering, project management, and business strategy.  Prior to establishing her consulting practice in 1996, Ms. Belkin was  Distinguished Member of Technical Staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories within AT&T’s software business.  There, she was a lead systems engineer and project manager for numerous large-scale operations support systems deployed for the large U.S. telecom carriers.    As a software systems expert, Ms. Belkin has provided consulting services to Fortune 500 companies, small businesses, and start-ups on a diverse range of projects in a diverse number of technical and management roles.  As a consulting expert, she has provided attorneys with analysis and opinion related to patent infringement cases. Ms. Belkin holds a M.S.E. degree in Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering from Princeton University.
Rakesh Bisaria is the former founder of Merlin Telecommunications, Inc a leading provider of Operations Support Systems to telecommunications service providers.  Rakesh holds a MS in Computer Science from Georgia Institute of Technology.  Rakesh is a  systems engineer with Raritan, Inc.
Enquiries regarding this talk can be sent Rakesh Bisaria at Rakesh.Bisaria@Raritan.com
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