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Mobile wireless systems are going to enter a new era, with commercial service of next generation systems starting to be deployed in the next 2-3 years. From first generation analog systems to second generation digital systems to third generation spread spectrum systems, wireless technology has come a long way in terms of improving spectral efficiency and thus increasing user throughput.
Now comes the Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) system – which further improves the capability of wireless networks. While OFDM technology has been used for a while in WiFi and more recently in WiMAX systems, its adoption in macro cellular networks marks the beginning of a significant evolution. Long Term Evolution (LTE) and enhanced Packet Core (ePC) has been adopted by both 3GPP and 3GPP2 standards organizations as the next step in the process
This talk will provide an introduction to the new standard and highlight some capabilities where it differentiates itself from earlier technologies. It will also present reference architectures and a view on how operators are likely to adopt the new technology.
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