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Online social communities are reaching large audiences and are proving to be a strong method of sharing content between individuals.  For instance, the recent acquisition of the MySpace social networking site by News Corp. resulted in an immediate doubling of News Corp.’s US web traffic.  However, the user experience is not currently extending to the cellular environment seamlessly.  While cellular presents a set of unique challenges for online services, the user experience can be improved for online social communities.


Based on the necessary user experience for virtual communities (specifically legitimate peripheral participation communities), a framework can be derived for the minimum functionality that should be present in a cellular extension of an online community.  This talk will cover the current state of how well online communities are able to offer the user a trajectory of participation, from the periphery (lurker) to the experienced insider.  Moreover, an overview of the technical challenges in providing the user trajectory in 3G cellular is provided along with alternative approaches that have the potential to overcome some of these obstacles.  
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