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..The Microphone used for the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge Opening ceremony. 
 
Compiled by David Burger, March 2007 with material from: 

- Phil Burgess Telstra, 
- Ted Miles – ex AWA technician. 

 
 
Press Release No. 94 (14/03/07) –  
Telstra's Sydney Harbour Bridge 75th birthday gift 
 
Phil Burgess, GMD, Public Policy and Communication, Telstra. 
  
Telstra has donated a rare microphone from its historical collection used to open 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge 75 years ago to the Sydney Powerhouse Museum - 
and it has created a bit of excitement. 
 
The Reisz microphone is a rare example of Australian technology manufactured in 
1930 and was used to broadcast the 1932 opening ceremony of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge to thousands of people.  
 
What has made the microphone especially significant is the signatures of all 10 
dignitaries at the opening ceremony, including the NSW Premier John T Lang, 
NSW Governor Philip Game and the Bridge's Chief Engineer, JJC Bradfield. 
 
Speaking at the official donation event, Telstra's Group Managing Director PP&C 
Phil Burgess said that Telstra was proud to share this wonderful piece of 
Australian history with the community on the 75th birthday of the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. 
 
"Every good piece of history has a story behind it and this microphone is no 
exception," Dr Burgess said. 
 
"Thanks to the Powerhouse Museum, many more people will be able to see and 
understand the role it played in unveiling a great Aussie icon." Why did Telstra 
have the microphone in its historical collection? The microphone became one of a 
collection of microphones owned by Mr Philip Geeves who was announcing for 
AWA (Amalgamated Wireless Australia Ltd) on the day of the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge opening. AWA organised the broadcast of the ceremony. Mr Geeves later 
worked for the OTC (Overseas Telecommunications Commission). He donated his 
material to the OTC historical collection on his retirement. 
 
Telstra then came into possession of this microphone through its acquisition of the 
OTC in 1993. 
 
"It was appropriate to donate the microphone to the Powerhouse Museum for 
more Australians to enjoy," said Mr Brian Mullins, manager of Telstra's historical  
collection in Sydney.  Powerhouse Museum Director, Dr Kevin Fewster said that 
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the microphone would be a valuable addition to the Museum's information 
technology collection. 
 
"The microphone is significant in that it reflects an important occasion in Australian 
engineering and social history," Dr Fewster said.  "In bearing the signatures side 
by side of Governor Philip Game and Premier Jack Lang, the microphone stands 
as a link to one of the most tumultuous periods in Australian and New South 
Wales politics." 
 
Just two months after the signatures were engraved on the marble-cased 
microphone, the NSW Governor sacked the Lang Government after Premier Lang 
defaulted on loan repayments to the Commonwealth in favour of spending to 
stimulate the NSW economy. 
 
The microphone will be on display at the Powerhouse Museum from March 14 
2007. This coincides with the 75th Sydney Harbour Bridge anniversary 
celebrations. If you are in Sydney, or planning a visit, check out the Powerhouse 
Museum's display. 
 
 
The photograph of the carbon microphone below, has a date typed in at the top, 
May, 1932.  The original writing was I believe, done with a fountain pen, later to be 
etched by some process. 
 
The page was from the AWA Staff magazine "The Radiogram." 
 
Reference to a Mr. F. A. Noir as having got the signatures on the microphone may 
not be absolutely correct.  The boss of the PA Hiring Dept, Dave Curry, now 
deceased, (in my time with that division in the mid 1960's to mid 70's)  told me that 
he was on sound duty that day and that he got the signatures.  Mind you, he 
wasn't the boss at that time, so the manager always got the credit! 
  
There are some photos located in the Hood collection ( Google “hood photo 
collection awa public address systems”).. These show a PA set-up in the Sydney 
Town Hall, before they got a permanent sound system.  They used 4-5 foot horn 
speakers on stands each side of the stage and, I believe a battery operated (12V) 
valve amplifier.  They were situated in Knox Street down Broadway, where he 
used to borrow the fruitmongers horse and cart to get the sound gear to the Town 
Hall. 
 
When AWA did win the Town Hall contract, it was a low-level sound system with 
small clusters of cone speakers around the columns holding up the side balconies. 
There were separate speakers in the hall before you entered the main hall, used 
for smaller functions  A rack of amplifiers, mixer unit, turntables were housed in an 
operating box and then later on, along with the ABC technicians later on.  Dr. Ern 
Benson and AWA engineer designed a new speaker system (fore-runner for the 
original Sydney Opera House speaker system) which incidentally, won the Prince 
Philip design award. 
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This system comprised a column of 22, 12" loudspeakers (two to a box) mounted 
vertically in each corner of the stage end. Further in at the sides to the centre were 
two columns, each about 9 feet high and 2 feet wide, with a combination of 9" x 6", 
&" x 5" and four, Trebex horn tweeters.  They sure moved the air! 
  
However, when they wanted more room for updating the organ...the speaker 
system of AWA was discarded, and they put in a centralised system, e.g., a 
speaker cluster, hanging from the ceiling above, and just in front of the stage.  
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