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Abstract: Recent data from the Australian Institute of Physics reports a
preference by females for life sciences to physical sciences, with a 2:1 ratio at
school and a 4:1 ratio at university. This presentation investigates the current
status of women and men in medical physics (MP) professions in Australia and
New Zealand by examining the experiences, opportunities and challenges that
women in our profession face.The survey provides direction for strategies to
improve work-life balance and enable equitable engagement in the profession.
The first is to identify and develop role models that actively model successful
work-life balance and flexibility in gender roles and in professional conduct.
The second is to improve the management skills of current and emerging
administrators, advocating for improved work conditions for medical physics
professionals at an organisation level. Finally, efforts need to be made to
establish flexible professional development and career progression
opportunities amongst those that are unable to commit to large workloads, which is common for those with
child-rearing responsibilities. The realisation of these strategic goals will reduce the identified barriers to full
female participation in the workforce, and shift gender-based subcultures within the workplace.
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