
Science Fair Award Winners
By Jerry Lucak

THE 2001 NORTHEAST OHIO SCIENCE &
ENGINEERING FAIR was held at John Carroll
University on March 6th.   Almost 500 top
finishers at area competitions proudly displayed
their projects.  These were divided into three
grade levels and eight categories.  Once again, the
Cleveland Section won special awards for the best
projects in ‘Electricity, Electronics or Magnetism’.

Our winner at the 11-12 level was Elizabeth
Wood of Shaker Heights.  She constructed an
“Autonomous Robot - the Trajectory of a Falling
Dog”  to examine the complex movements of a
four-legged animal.

Tamara Broderick, a sophomore at Laurel
School, wins our 9-10 award.  She used Legos, a
microcomputer board and C programming to
develop an “Autonomous Stair-Ascending
Robot”.

“An Investigation of the Effects of
Electromagnetic Strengths on Electric Motors”
garnered Jeremiah Dunleavy the award at the 7-8
level.  He attends St. Marks School in Cleveland.

Congratulations to this year’s winners.  And
thanks to Dick Carlson for once again sharing the
judging responsibilities.

MIREA Meeting Scheduled 
to Be a Real Picnic!
May 24, 2001, at NASA

By Vincent Lalli

Our May 24, 2001, meeting will be The Spring
Steak of Fish Roast at NASA Picnic Grounds.  We
will hold a social period at 4:30 PM, with dinner
served at 5:30.  Cost is $11.00 per person.   IEEE
members should contact Vince Lalli at (216) 433-
2354 for reservations.

Cleveland Engineering Society
Events

The following upcoming events for CES are open to all.
For additional information and reservations, call The
Cleveland Engineering Society, (216) 361-3100 or use the
website listed.

May
11 CES Environmental Division's "Wetlands: A Confusing
Intersection of Law and Biology"...
http://www.cesnet.org/weblinker/ces_upc/2001042600.html

14 CES/CTSC 55th Annual Scholarship and Awards
Banquet...
http://www.cesnet.org/weblinker/ces_upc/2001042000.html

16 CES Healthcare Division's "2001 Joint Commission
'EC' Update"...
http://www.cesnet.org/weblinker/ces_upc/2001042601.html

Please note that the MoT Conference originally scheduled
for May has been rescheduled for July 26, 2001. It will still
be held at the Ohio Aerospace Institute...
(http://www.cesnet.org/weblinker/ces_upc/2001022801.html)
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P O S I T I O N  A V A I L A B L E

Portland, OR test & measurement firm
seeking experienced engineer, preferably
manager or project leader of electronics
instrumentation company. Benefits include
stock options, base salary plus sizeable
bonus, totaling in the $150k+ range. Contact
Andy Wihtol, (503) 635-7222, or email
engleader@andysrch.com.
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Patents, trademarks and other forms of intellectual
property usually don't get much attention.  These are
valuable rights for businesses and a few individuals.
But they usually aren't exciting enough to get much
attention from the media.

In some ways, this is a good thing.  Since few
people vote based on a politician's position on
intellectual property law, Congress tends to modify
these laws only when necessary.  Special interest
groups don't have much interest or influence in
intellectual property legislation.

Things are starting to change.  Nearly five years
ago, Congress extracted the teeth of medical
procedure patents.  Now, patents on medical
procedures are unenforceable.  The idea is that
medical procedures are important and access should
not be denied by patents.  On the other hand, patents
provide an incentive to create new procedures.
Without this incentive, it is likely that many
procedures would not exist.

Thus, there are two views:  with patents, access to
existing procedures is limited.  Without patents,
fewer new procedures are created.  Both affect the
cost and type of treatment available.  The first view,
however, is more direct and easier to understand. As
a result, that's how Congress voted.  Although most
people in Congress probably opposed the law, few
wanted to be known as the politician who opposed
access to lifesaving medical procedures.

More recently, Amazon.com was awarded a patent
for "one-click shopping".  This created an uproar that
such a thing should not be patentable.  "If this is
patentable, others will have to use two clicks, which
is less efficient."  Something similar could have been
said of Edison's light bulb.  "If this is patentable,
others will have to use gas lamps, which are less
efficient."  As industry turns from manufacturing to
services and information, so, too, must the protection
of intellectual property. 

Thus, the question is not whether business methods
in general are patentable, but whether a particular
method seeking patent protection is novel.

Intellectual property in the news may have peaked
with the Napster case.  I covered this in the
November, 2000 "Contact."  Suffice it to say that
those supporting unauthorized and unrewarded
copying of music might feel differently if it were

their property being misappropriated.
Currently, patents on AIDS drugs sold in South

Africa are in the news.  The common view is that
patents exclude competition and maintain artificially
high prices.  This is true, but is not necessarily bad.
Patents are intended to exclude competition and
maintain higher prices to reward the owners for
introducing new products to the market.  Moreover,
many of the reports compare the selling price to the
cost of manufacturing and distribution. 

This ignores costs of research, development,
testing and government review to ensure that the
drugs are safe and effective. These costs, including
research on many drugs that never get to market,
exceed the manufacturing and distribution costs.
Generic drug makers need not invest in the research
because they can simply copy drugs not protected by
patents and make the same profit while selling at a
lower price.  If not for the protection provided by
patents, the drug companies might never have
invested in the research for the AIDS drugs, and the
drugs might not exist at any price.

Intellectual property rights, particularly patents
and copyrights, seek a delicate balance.  They
provide an incentive for innovation, but limit the use
of those innovations.  There is, perhaps, a perfect
balance, but we may never know what it is.
Meanwhile, the debate over this balance has become
more public, injecting more ideas and more
confusion into the debate.

With properly balanced intellectual property
protection, one should be rewarded commensurate
with his contribution.  Those who innovate should
profit; those who merely copy should not.

It is the same with the IEEE Cleveland section and
Cleveland "Contact."  If you want to reap the
benefits of this outstanding group and this excellent
publication, you need to contribute.  From my
experience, the more active you are in IEEE, the
more you will be rewarded.  Decide today what you
can contribute; then do it.

Michael is a patent attorney with Pearne & Gordon
LLP in Cleveland.

PATENT NEWS REEL
By Michael Garvey
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ELECTED SECTION OFFICERS
Section Chairman Carl Dister 440-255-2977
Vice Chair Ray Heintel
Secretary William Stempowski 440-967-2543
Treasurer Ted Takacs 216-228-4408

APPOINTED SECTION OFFICERS
Area Rep/Ad Manager Lee Bernasek 440-446-1985
Awards Chairman Jerry Lucak 440-235-2550
Chair, Section Dev. Bill Schultz 216-831-4466
Consultants Network Dragan Dugandzic 440-257-2151
CTSC Representative Ted Takacs 216-228-4408
Database Manager James Sens 216-642-1230
Education Chairman open
Engineer Week Rep. Dick Carlson 440-951-1595
Newsletter Editor M. Greene 216-292-2686
Pace Rep. Ben Malakooti 216-368-4462

TECHNICAL SOCIETY CHAPTER CHAIR
Chair Ray Muzic 216-844-3543
Computer Steve Belovich 216-267-1881
Control Systems Mike Branicky 216-368-6430
Industrial Applic. Carl Dister 440-255-2977
**Medical Imaging Chapter Ray Muzic 216-844-3543
*MIREA Vincent Lalli 216-433-2354
**MLE Masud Tabib-Azar 216-368-6431
Power Engineering Allen Morinec 216-447-2505
Systems/Men/Cybernetics Ben Malakooti 216-368-4462
Vehicular Technology open

STUDENT BRANCH OFFICERS
CSU Advisor George Kramerich 216-687-2405
CSU Chair William Stempowski 440-967-2543
CWRU Advisor Robert Edwards 216-368-2833
CWRU Chair Mike Suster   mas20@po.cwru.edu

IEEE Internet
Webmaster
Website: http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r2/cleveland/
News Group Mgr. Richard Bloss 216-464-0405

FAX 216-464-0490
e-mail: aa974@cleveland.freenet.edu
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Cleveland Section

Editor:
M. Greene

Art Director:
Jeff Greene

Advertising Manager:
Lee Bernasek

IEEE Chairman:
Carl Dister

The “Contact” 

is published 

eight times per year:

September, October,

November, January,

February, March, 

April and May. 

The deadline for 

electronic Newsletter

articles 

is the 20th of the 

previous month.

IEEE Cleveland Section 
2001 Officers
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JOB LISTING SERVICE
Send blank e-mail to:
info.ieeeusa.jobs.r02@ieee.org

For member address changes, please call
the IEEE Hotline, (800) 678-IEEE. 
Do not call the newsletter editor. For
advertising rates, contact Lee Bernasek.

*MIREA: Engineering in
Medicine & Bioloogy/
Instrumentation &  Measure-
ment/ Reliability/ Industrial
Electronics/Aerospace &
Electronic Systems

**MLE: Microwave Theory &
Techniques/Lasers &
Optoelectronics/Electron
Devices

***Medical Imaging Chapter:
Signal Processing/Nuclear and
Plasma Sciences/Computer/
Engineering in Medicine
Biology Society

Please note: if you are
trying to contact the IEEE
Cleveland Section by FAX,
dial 440-473-6557. 
The line is open twenty-
four hours per day.


