
SSCS Meeting Minutes, June 25, 2009

The IEEE/LVS/SSCS Chapter met at the Kutztown Tavern, Kutztown, PA on June 25, 2009 
at 6:00 PM.  Attending members were:

Russell Foster REF, LLC
Roger Fratti LSI
Roger Minear Agere, Ret.
Jack Moriarty Zarlink
Ian Rippke Agilent Technologies
Robert Peruzzi R. Peruzzi Consulting

Agenda Items and Discussion
• Plan LVS/SSCS broad goals and technical activities.  What is our raison d’être?

o Question  from  Minear:  What  are  the  LVS  geographical  boundaries? 

(Peruzzi to find out and reply to all.)
o Discussion  topic  from  Foster:  How can  Lehigh  Valley  engineers  regain 

momentum after our loss of critical mass over the past twenty years, and 
what are present and future opportunities?

 Why didn’t we have LVS/SSCS until now?
• Local SSCS members were the heart and soul of national 

SSCS back in 1985 and a local chapter seemed redundant.
 There is a lot of money available for alternative energy projects. 

How do we get some of it?
 Please explain how electronics fits in to alternative energy?

• Power management ICs such as DC-DC converters and LDOs, 
smart  grid,  applications  of  digital  control  systems  to 
electrical  power  industry.  Basically,  system-level 
application of signal processing techniques we are already 
familiar with in the Lehigh Valley.  

 Consensus: We should open a dialog with power industry engineers 
to uncover problems we can mutually solve.  Good topic for future 
meetings or even a symposium. 

o Discussion topic from Rippke:  Our chapter is small, and this first meeting 
is attended by only 10% of the membership.  How can we generate more 
interest, and what role can IEEE/LVS play in improving our present Lehigh 
Valley situation?

 Consensus:  Try  to  reach  critical  mass  by  forming  a  local 
conglomeration of all societies related to the broader category 
of Electronics.  That would include SSCS, Circuits and Systems, 
Electron Devices and Microwave Theory and Techniques – maybe 



others.  It may make sense to divide these societies at the national 
level,  but  LVS  members  would  be  better  off  with  a  combined 
“Electronics” society.

o Discussion topic from Minear: Our LVS/SSCS chapter can help our members 
find work in the Lehigh Valley and elsewhere through networking.  Some 
of the giants of the industry are still in the area, some retired and some 
actively  working.   Drawing  on  their  connections  to  present  and  past 
colleagues  we could form a so-called old  boy’s  network to help  our 
colleagues seeking employment.  This could take the form of a list of 
AT&T local spinoffs and IEEE contacts there.

 Consensus: Linked in can provide the framework
 Peruzzi: I already, if inadvertently, created an IEEE/LVS/SSCS group 

on LinkedIn and will test and announce it very soon
o Discussion topic  Rippke:  We should be sure to include student branch 

members  of  IEEE in  all  of our activities,  and we should  also include 
physics majors from Kutztown U.

 Consensus:  Total  agreement.   This  benefit  students  as  well  as 
regular members

o Discussion  topic  from  Peruzzi:  Paper  study  groups  from  time  to  time. 
Attendees study and present an outline of current JSSC papers.

 Good idea, especially for student chapter involvement
 SSCS conferences are now available on the internet. Holding a 

meeting around such a webcast may be useful.
 Recent  change  to  PE  exam  format  reduces  or  eliminates  the 

electrical power and the computer engineering material for those 
concentrating in electronics. Those of us who sat for the EIT exam 
back before the general engineering topics evaporated from our 
memories,  but  considered  the  PE  license  not  to  be  worth  the 
effort might reconsider it now.  A study group for this purpose? 
Maybe.

• Immediate administrative issues
o Election of officers

 We agreed to close nominations after the kickoff meeting to be 
held in September and hold elections by internet ballot soon after

o Temporary appointment of officers until election

 Chair: Peruzzi
 Vice Chair: Rippke
 Treasurer: Minear
 Secretary: Open.  Duties to be shared by Peruzzi and Rippke for 

now.  Minear suggests  Kouros  Azimi might  be  convinced  to 
volunteer.



o Application for SSCS funding

 $2000 yearly  support  for  activities  is  available,  as  are special 
grants for important activities beyond the kickoff meeting.  Minear

o Further meetings

 We will have a meeting in July and August rather than suspend for 
the summer

 Post-kickoff,  Ico  Koullias’ name  was  suggested  as  an  interesting 
speaker to tell first hand of his experience starting, running and 
growing businesses

 Another IEEE member  who formerly  took an active role is  Glen 
Offord.   It  was  suggested  we  contact  him  and  recruit  his 
participation

 Ongoing dialog, joint meeting or symposium with Electrical Power 
chapter  to  discover  ways  electronics  can  be  applied  to  solve 
power problems

• Kickoff meeting plans
o Lehigh  University  was  suggested,  and  agreed  to  by  even  the  Reading 

participants
o Waiting for available dates from  Prof. Tom Lee.  AI: Peruzzi to follow up 

ASAP
o Site details: room with tables or auditorium?  AI: Peruzzi to ask Tom Lee 

ASAP

Action Items Summary
• Peruzzi

o Find and report LVS geographical boundaries
o Finish preparing and announce the LinkedIn group for IEEE/LVS/SSCS

o Follow up with  Prof. Tom Lee as to his available dates and preferred 
environment for kickoff meeting.

• Minear
o Prepare application for $2000 annual SSCS funding

• All
o Prepare ideas on how to establish an ongoing dialog,  joint meeting or 

symposium with Electrical Power chapter to discover ways electronics 
can be applied to solve power problems

Respectfully submitted,



Robert Peruzzi
Chair (pro tem)
IEEE/LVS/SSCS


