2009 IEEE & Sigma Xi Excellence Awards

The IEEE Albuquerque Section and the UNM Sigma Xi Chapter are pleased to announce the winners of their joint Excellence Awards for 2009. 
The Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers (IEEE) is the largest professional organization in the world (~ 380,000 members), with 300 local sections and 1,150 chapters in 10 regions worldwide.

Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society, is a global honor society of scientists and engineers that recognizes scientific achievement. Its mission is to enhance the health of research enterprise, foster integrity in science, and promote public’s understanding of the role of science in improving the quality of life for humans. With its proud traditions and extensive chapter network (515 chapters worldwide), Sigma Xi is a positive force in the research community locally, nationally and internationally. Induction into Sigma Xi has been a milestone in many distinguished research careers, including those of nearly 200 Nobel laureates who were initiated into Sigma Xi while still graduate students. 
The UNM Chapter is dedicated to furthering the goals of Sigma Xi in the Albuquerque area. Toward this end it recognizes individuals in our community who excel in science and engineering research and teaching. For the past 20 years the chapter has co-sponsored a distinguished lecture series on science and society themes to inform New Mexicans about important science issues of the day that affect their lives.

IEEE and Sigma Xi declare the following individuals winners of the 2009 Excellence Awards:
IEEE Albuquerque Section Outstanding Engineer
Richard Scott Erwin, Air Force Research Laboratory, Kirtland Air Force Base

IEEE Albuquerque Section Outstanding Young Engineer
Brandon Witcher, Sandia National Laboratories

IEEE Albuquerque Section Outstanding Entrepreneur

Paul Shirley, CEO, World Alliance for the Volunteer Economy
IEEE Presidential Scholar

Raymond Romero, Department of Computer Science, UNM
Sewa Singh & Jaswant Kaur Memorial Presidential Scholar


Desiree Sanchez, Arts & Sciences, UNM
Excellence in University Graduate Research
Joud Khoury, Department of Electrical Engineering, UNM

Mohammad Azarbayejani, Department of Civil Engineering, UNM

Superior Undergraduate University Students 
Cody Eilar, Electrical & Computer Engineering, UNM
Tessia Robbins, Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences, UNM

Rebecca Martinez, Department of Civil Engineering, UNM
IEEE Albuquerque Section Student Paper Contest Winners
1. James Aarestad, First Place, UNM; tied for Second Place in SW Area contest at San Diego
1. Eric Martinez, First Place, New Mexico Tech 

2. Isaac T. Sachs-Quintana, Second Place, New Mexico Tech

Outstanding University Engineering Educator

Professor Gregory Heileman, Department of Electrical Engineering, UNM

Outstanding High-School Science & Math Teachers

Diane Catron, Santa Fe Preparatory School, Biology

Brie-Anne McKernan, St. Pius X High School, Behavioral and Social Sciences


Steve Schum, Manzano High School, Mathematics
Junior Division Finalists at the Central New Mexico Science & Engineering Challenge
1) Sydney Stuart, Edgewood Middle School, Animal Sciences 

2) Mia Coleman, Jefferson Middle School, Behavioral & Social Sciences

3) Sean Glover, Prince of Peace Lutheran Middle School, Cellular & Molecular Biology

4) Donna Berardinelli, Holy Ghost Middle School, Chemistry
5) Alexandra Porter, Eisenhower Middle School, Computer Science
6) Ryan Dekle, Bernalillo Middle School, Earth Science
7) Christian Fitzgerald, Albuquerque Homeschool Research Exposition, Energy & Transportation
8) Ksenia Bosina, Jefferson Middle School, Engineering
9) Analiese Ellis, Jefferson Middle School, Environmental Science
10) Katherine Cordwell, Hoover Middle School, Mathematics
11) Soiba Mansoor, Salaam Academy, Medicine & Health Sciences
12) Serene Akkad, Eisenhower Middle School, Microbiology
13) Nickolas Sewell, Albuquerque Homeschool Research Exposition, Physics & Astronomy
14) MacKenzie Smith, Holy Ghost Middle School, Plant Sciences
15) Nathan Bokisch & Sarah Bokisch, Albuquerque Homeschool Exposition, Team Project

Finalists in the International Science & Engineering Fair at Reno, NV

1) Kristen Cordwell, Manzano High School
2) Erika DeBenedictis, Haochen (Chris) Hong, Duanni (Tony) Huang, La Cueva High School

3) Nathaniel Pfeifer, Albuquerque Homeschool Research Exposition

4) Alexander Caldwell & Devin Roach, St Pius X High School
5) Claudio Gonzales & Christian Meyer, Sandia High School
6) Soiba Mansoor, Salaam Academy
7) Nickolas Sewell , Albuquerque Homeschool Research Exposition

Noteworthy Technical Support Person
             Monica Fishel, Department of Physics & Astronomy, UNM

IEEE Fellow 

Weng W. Chow, Sandia National Laboratories

Awards Banquet Talk
       “Title: TBA.” Dr. Suzanne Ortega, Provost: University of New Mexico

Awards Banquet
Awardees in the junior and senior divisions of the Central New Mexico Science & Engineering Research Challenge were feted on 16 April 2009 at EXPLORA in Old Town, Albuquerque (near the Museum of Natural History and Science). 
Others named above were honored at the joint Sigma Xi/IEEE Albuquerque Section Annual Awards Banquet on 18 May 2009 at the UNM Conference Center, 1634 University Blvd NE (just north of Indian School Road). At the banquet, the Sigma Xi chapter also inducted its new associate and full members. For more information, contact Professor H. S. Ahluwalia at the UNM Department of Physics & Astronomy, (505) 277-2941, e-mail hsa@unm.edu. 

