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Dinner Lecture

June 17, 2009

Topic of Presentation: 

"Remembering Underground Testing Days at the Nevada Test Site — Traveling with the Thundering Herd."

Presented by Dave Straub, retired Sandian and former member of the Field Test Group at the Nevada Test Site.
Presentation Abstract:
Dave Straub will share his Nevada Test Site (NTS) experiences, taking you on an amazing photographic tour of the Nevada Test Site’s complex underground facilities and tunnels. He will discuss the role that Sandia’s diagnostics group played in the testing program, including how the underground tests were conducted. He will also show photos depicting what life was like at the NTS during the 1970s.

About the speaker:

Dave Straub began working at Sandia National Laboratories in 1967 after graduating with an ASEE degree from North American Technical Institute (NATI). He joined the Sandia Field Test Group involved with the Nevada Test Site underground testing programs. While working with the Field Test Group he invented Stack Racks, a system that became the standard for Sandia’s electronic equipment down-hole support platform.

Dave left Sandia in 1969 to teach at NATI for three years, and rejoined Sandia's field-test organization in 1972. He worked as an assistant and group project leader and designer of the Sandia diagnostic simulation systems for several large underground tests. During the next ten years Dave was involved in 14 large tests that were conducted at NTS.

He joined Sandia’s 5900 group and worked for 25 years on security issues for various programs. He developed many high-speed recording techniques and various tools used by the explosives community; and he developed various mechanical devices used by several government agencies.

Dave retired from Sandia in 2005 as a Senior Member of the Technical Staff after 35 years of service. Since then he has been working for Sandia as a consultant.

Dave Straub has written many articles on aviation history for Skyway’s Aviation Magazine, and he has given talks to various groups around the country on modeling and aviation history, including talks at the Smithsonian Aviation museums in the DC area. He has received many local and national awards for his scratch-built models. 

Dave's award-winning collection of dirigibles is currently on display at the Albuquerque Balloon Museum.

