MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Eta Kappa Nu and IEEE

PARTIES

Eta Kappa Nu 

300 West Adams Street
Suite 1210
Chicago, IL 60606-5114




and

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Incorporated (“IEEE”) 

3 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5997 USA

About Eta Kappa Nu
Eta Kappa Nu is a membership organization dedicated to encouraging and recognizing excellence in the electrical and computer engineering (ECE) fields. Members consist of students, alumni, and other professionals who have demonstrated exceptional academic and professional accomplishments. 


Eta Kappa Nu was formed as a result of the vision of Maurice L. Carr, an electrical engineering student at the University of Illinois. He shared his vision of a unique organization that recognized academic excellence in engineering with nine other students, and together they founded Eta Kappa Nu on October 28, 1904. 

Although the organization's original purpose was to honor scholarship and excellence in teaching, it was noted that selecting students with the character and attitude that would make them probable leaders in the profession was even more important. 


Eta Kappa Nu is a nonprofit, public-service organization comprising nearly 200 university chapters, a variety of committees, many active member volunteers, and thousands of student members. 

 Additional information about Eta Kappa Nu can be found at http://www.hkn.org/  
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About IEEE
IEEE is a transnational nonprofit professional association with more than 365,000 members in over 150 countries.  Its purposes are: (a) scientific and educational, directed toward the advancement of the theory and practice of electrical, electronics, communications and computer engineering, as well as computer science, the allied branches of engineering and the related arts and sciences; and (b) professional, directed toward the advancement of the standing of the members of the professions it serves.

Through its members, IEEE is a leading authority on areas ranging from aerospace, automation and control, computers and telecommunications to biomedicine, energy, electric power and consumer electronics.  Moreover, IEEE has long-time commitment to advancing education in its fields of interest, support the development of student branches and student chapters, and develop life long commitment to the profession and to professionalism among its members of all grades.

IEEE produces nearly 30 percent of the world's literature in the electrical and electronics engineering, computing and control technology fields. IEEE also sponsors or cosponsors more than 300 technical conferences each year.  IEEE is a recognized leader in the area of industrial standards in its fields of interest.

Additional information about IEEE can be found at http://www.ieee.org/.
Shared Interests of IEEE and HKN

Both IEEE and Eta Kappa Nu are 501 (c) (3) organizations dedicated to public service and education.  
Through the educational activities and the awards activities of IEEE, the public awareness of electro-technology is enhanced.  
Eta Kappa Nu supports the same objective by awarding membership to students studying electrical and computer engineering, based on academic achievements and members’ service to their schools and the public.  Furthermore, Eta Kappa Nu awards its highest distinction, Eminent Member, to those individuals who have become the most influential technological leaders, innovators, and researchers in the ECE fields of interest.  There is a very high correlation between Eminent Members of Eta Kappa Nu and the Medal and Technical Field Award winners on IEEE.

Both organizations strive to improve the public’s perception of ECE.
ARTICLE I – PREAMBLE

Eta Kappa Nu and IEEE hereby establish this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to express their desire to work together in areas of mutual interest. 

Eta Kappa Nu and IEEE acknowledge their potential partnership in advancing the following common goals:

· Increasing public awareness of engineering and technology.
· Encouraging young people around the world to pursue engineering and technology as career paths.

· Promoting and supporting scholarship, public service and leadership among students and practitioners of engineering and technology.
· Recognizing those in the profession of electrical and computer engineering who have achieved excellence.
Examples of potential activities that may be carried out under this MOU include:

· Joint activities of student branches of IEEE with student chapters of Eta Kappa Nu.

· Joint awards and recognition functions, including recognition of outstanding practitioners and researchers; student awards; and joint award ceremonies.

· Expansion of the organizations into new disciplinary fields and new geographical territories.

· Joint development and expansion of new organizational units (e.g., student branches and chapters). 

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
This MOU sets forth the general principles that the parties propose to follow as they cooperate in the exchange of information and knowledge in order to achieve their goals.
ARTICLE III – APPROACH

The parties agree to work together purposefully and energetically in order to determine, on a mutual basis, cooperative efforts that will be undertaken.  

IEEE has appointed the IEEE Vice President for Educational Activities, to serve as its contact person with Eta Kappa Nu, and has delegated to the Educational Activities Board the role of working with Eta Kappa Nu and with the organizational units of IEEE on implementation of this MOU.  Eta Kappa Nu has appointed its Vice President to serve as its contact person with IEEE.  Through these contact persons, IEEE and Eta Kappa Nu will conduct regularly a series of discussions to determine joint activities, organize joint projects, and manage cooperation between the organizations’ boards, committees and organizational units.  

The Chair of the IEEE Educational Activities Board will be invited to be present, in person or through a representative, in all regularly scheduled Eta Kappa Nu Board of Governors meetings, and will be given, subject to time constraints and meeting priorities, the opportunity to address the Board of Eta Kappa Nu on subjects of pertinence to both IEEE and Eta Kappa Nu.  It is expected that the Chair of EAB will avail himself/herself to this activity at least once a year. 

The President of Eta Kappa Nu will be invited to be present, in person or through a representative, in all regularly scheduled meetings of the IEEE Educational Activities Board, and will be given, subject to time constraints and meeting priorities, the opportunity to address the Educational Activities Board on subjects of pertinence to both IEEE and Eta Kappa Nu.   It is expected that the President of Eta Kappa Nu will avail himself/herself to this activity at least once a year. 

ARTICLE IV - RESOURCES

This MOU is not a commitment of resources.  Any resource commitment will be negotiated, documented, and committed separately between the parties, and in advance of the actual expenditure.  
It is understood that, unless mutually agreed upon and documented, expenses associated with the activities described in this MOU will be covered by IEEE for activities and expenditures made by IEEE staff members, representatives and volunteers, and by Eta Kappa Nu for activities and expenditures made by Eta Kappa Nu staff members, representatives and volunteers. 

ARTICLE V – PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION
 

Use of the Eta Kappa Nu or IEEE brand names in association with this effort will be agreed to on a case-by-case basis.  The receiving/publishing party will provide the other party at least thirty (30) days to review a copy of any proposed public release of information resulting from collaborative projects and to designate all or any part of the information as not subject to disclosure.  All designated restricted material will be protected from disclosure.  The receiving/publishing party will acknowledge the other party’s contribution to collaborative projects in all oral presentations or written publications.

Upon the signing of the agreement for the first time, and upon every extension thereof, the parties will negotiate an appropriate press release to be sent electronically to their members worldwide (or to regions of the world where such release is deemed by the parties most effective at the time).  The electronic press release would provide individuals who are members of both Eta Kappa Nu and IEEE with links to update personal contact information (the IEEE message would have a link to an update page of Eta Kappa Nu; the Eta Kappa Nu message will have a link to an update page of IEEE).
ARTICLE VI - EFFECTIVE DATE, DURATION AND TERMINATION

 

This MOU shall become effective upon the last signature hereto and will remain in effect for three (3) years.  This MOU may be unilaterally terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days written notice and may be terminated at any time upon mutual written agreement.  This MOU may be extended at any time for any period upon mutual written agreement.  All notices will be sent to the signatories or their successors or replacements at the addresses shown above.  Address corrections will be made in writing promptly.
Signed and Dated on: November 18, 2006

Eta Kappa Nu

By______________________________    


David Irwin




President 

 

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Incorporated

By______________________________

Michael Lightner

President and CEO

