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- Write in the name of the prior art reference(s) at the top 

- List all the functions or actions or structures that are happening in the invention 

- For each prior art reference, check off the functions/structures that are and are not found in the 

references 

- If you are not sure, put a question mark beside the function and come back to it later 

- After comparing and eliminating, all that you should have remaining are the unique features of your 

invention 


