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Since 1884, IEEE has been fostering 
technical innovation for the benefit 
of humanity.



1884: The American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers is founded
A small group of individuals met in New York and founded the AIEE to advance 
the new field and represent the US at the 1884 International Electrical Exhibition 
in Philadelphia . Norvin Green of Western Union became the first president. 
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Communications: The first 
important electrical technology
Samuel Morseôs first US telegraph line connected Washington and Baltimore
in 1844. By 1866, a telegraph cable connected the United States and Europe. 
Alexander Graham Bell followed in 1876 with a telegraph that talked
ðthe telephone.  
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A New Industry: Electric Power 
and Light

Electric power and light systems 
arose primarily from Thomas 
Edisonôs work. Edison opened his 
first electric power plant in New 
York in 1882. Within a decade, 
electric power had spread to every 
corner of the globe, with many new 
applications. The AIEE became 
dominated by power engineers.
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AC vs. DC Power
In the 1890s, AC power, championed by George Westinghouse working 
form inventions by Nikola Tesla, became standard because it could be efficiently
transmitted over long distances from massive power plants, such as that built at 
Niagara Falls, which began sending power to Buffalo in 1896. 
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