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PART  A  -  SECTION SUMMARY

A.1  Executive Summary
As in past years, combining the resources of all the local societies with an interest in electro-technology has produced a varied but steady schedule of meetings. The Communications Society chapter held another successful Wireless Workshop in September and the Section hosted a Distinguished lecturer from that Society in October.

This year we gave three postgraduate student travel awards to enable these students to attend an international conference. Usually this is the first conference that they have ever attended. A student is only entitled to one travel award each year.

Our Section also sent a student representative, Sharmalee Spalding, to the Region 10 Student Congress in Singapore.

Membership has remained relatively static for most of the year, at about 300, but took a leap upwards in September with an increase of 127 student memberships. This has been a feature of our membership profile in recent years but does cause some concern because a high proportion of the students do not renew their membership (over 100 in 2002). This will be one of the major focuses other the executive committee in 2003.

A.2  Financial Report 

In 2002, the New Zealand South Section had three major expenditures. Firstly, the Section contributed $4000 to the construction of a Rutherford-Pickering memorial in Havelock. Dr Pickering is an IEEE fellow who’s main contribution was to the space programme through NASA. Secondly, we contributed our student branch to the encourage recruitment of new student members. Finally, we supported sending a student representative to the Region 10 Student Congress, held in Singapore and the Chair Designate to the Sections Congress.

Current Account: $4398.63
Investment Accounts: $11534.99
PART  B  -  ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

B.1 Membership Development Programs

· Attracting more students through participation with the Student Branch at the University of Canterbury. However the retention rate has been poor.
B.2 Professional and Continuing Education Activities

· Wireless Workshop held in Wellington in September 2002. Organised by the Communications chapter.
B.3 Recognized Educational Programs
· No activity
B.4 Students Activities 

· Active Student Branch activity including student paper contest, recruitment of student members.

B.5 E-mail and Newsletter Activities, Home Page

· 10 Newsletter issues, these were also circulated by email

· Section Web Page: http://www.ieee.org/nzs
· Student Branch Web Page: http://www.elec.canterbury.ac.nz/ieee/ieee.html
B.6 Awards

· Three postgraduate student member travel awards
B.7 Chapter Activities

· Communications chapter held a Wireless Workshop in September and hosted a Distinguished Lecturer in October.

PART  C  -  GOALS  AND  PLANS

C.1 Goals

· Improve the retention rate of student members

· To provide a mentoring role to the Student Branch

· Update the Bylaws

· Improve the service to our Wellington members

C.2 Detailed Implementation Plans

To be determined, as we have just had our first committee meeting for the year as January/February is summer vacation time in New Zealand. Also majority of the members of the executive committee are new to this role and we developing our plans.

C.3 Budget

To be determined, as we have just had our first committee meeting for the year.

We do expect the level of income from rebates to be less this year due to the increasing New Zealand dollar compared to the US dollar. Our term investments decreased last year, due to the expenditure on the Pickering memorial, so we expect to reduce our expenditure in 2003 compared with 2002.

PART  D   -  OTHERS

D.1 Relationship with National Societies

· Joint events with the local groups of IEE and Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand (IPENZ)
· Memorandum of understanding with IPENZ
D.2 Special Events

None
D.3 Problems to be Anticipated

None

