Biography of Ira J. Pitel

Ira J. Pitel (F99) received the B.S. degree from Rutgers-- The
State University of New Jersey, the M.S. degree from Bucknell
University, and the Ph.D. Degree from Carnegie-Mellon
University in 1972, 1975, and 1978, respectively.

From 1973 to 1976, he worked for GTE Sylvaniaresearching

high-frequency ballasting techniques for gaseous discharge

lighting. He joined Bell Laboratoriesin 1978 and Exxon

Enterprisesin 1979. At Exxon, he was involved in high-power

converter structures for ac motor drives and controlled lighting.
In 1981, he founded Magna-Power Electronics, a company specializing in custom and standard
power conditioning products. As President, heis responsible for contract R& D and
manufacturing of itsline of 3.3-750 kW dc power supplies. 1n 1986, he joined Texas A&M
University as an Adjunct Associate Professor and in 2008, he joined Rutgers the State University
asavisiting Professor. His research interests are high-power ac to dc converters, static inverters,
spacecraft power supplies, and specialty lighting controls.

Dr. Pitel holds 28 patentsin the field of power electronics and is co-recipient of the 1995 Society
Prize Paper Award of the Industry Applications Society. He was honored as the Rutgers
Outstanding Engineering Alumnusin 2000. HeisaFellow of the IEEE and has served in many
|EEE capacities including Society President of the Industry Applications Society. Heisa
member of the Eta Kappa Nu and Tau Beta Pi.
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