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The following set of guidelines for minicourses associated with the IEEE International Conference on Plasma Sciences (ICOPS) has been established by the Executive Committee (EXCOM) of the IEEE Nuclear and Plasma Sciences Society’s Plasma Sciences and Applications Committee (PSAC).  The purpose of the Guidelines is to provide guidance for those who want to propose a minicourse and, because the minicourse and ICOPS are a joint venture, to provide guidance for the ICOPS chairperson.


In a joint effort with the ICOPS, a minicourse provides the attendees with a high standard of information exchange and training in the creation, diagnosis, or application of plasmas and their supporting technologies.  This is done as a service to the IEEE and PSAC.  The main purpose of the minicourses is to help with the professional development of IEEE members and conference attendees by providing additional training, by broadening their technology exposure, and by providing an opportunity for networking.  The minicourses are carried out in the spirit of a group of recognized scientists and engineers who volunteer to provide an educational service to the plasma science community.  These Guidelines are organized to first review the background, and describe the basic intent, of the ICOPS minicourse.  Then the chronology for proposing and implementing a minicourse, the financial guidelines and strictures, and the roles of the minicourse organizer and ICOPS chairperson are discussed.


With a few exceptions, the Guidelines are just that -guidelines.  Exactly how the minicourse interacts with the ICOPS should be worked out through a collaboration among the minicourse organizer, the ICOPS chairperson, and the EXCOM.  The EXCOM expects the minicourse to be a joint venture between the ICOPS and the course itself.  While the content, choice of instructors, format for the course, etc., is decided by the organizer (subject to EXCOM approval), there are important financial constraints and risks, as well as logistical concerns, that must be shared equitably by all parties.  The Guidelines discuss these issues in detail.


To begin the process of having an ICOPS minicourse approved, a written proposal (the text for which should be no more than 5 pages long and in the format recommended in the Guidelines) should be received by the chairperson of the EXCOM minicourse subcommittee approximately 19.5 months prior to the date of the ICOPS meeting at which the minicourse is proposed to be given (the “target” ICOPS).  This is about 1.5 months before the EXCOM meeting at which the proposal can first be considered.  At that meeting, the minicourse organizer will be asked to give a short (no more than 15-minute) presentation (following the same format as the written proposal) summarizing the previously submitted proposal.  If the minicourse is approved, the minicourse organizer will be asked to present a report to the EXCOM at the next EXCOM meeting (about 12 months prior to the target ICOPS) on results of the planning for the course and negotiations with the ICOPS chairperson (see below).  The early submission for the initial proposal is required to give the EXCOM time to evaluate and approve the proposal before the initial announcement for the target ICOPS is distributed by the ICOPS chairperson - about 9-12 months before the target ICOPS.  This announcement will also advertise the minicourse.  No later than three months after this EXCOM meeting (or about 9 months before the target ICOPS) the minicourse organizer and ICOPS chairperson should have a written agreement on the finances, administration, and logistics of the minicourse.  If possible, this agreement should proceed the initial ICOPS announcement.  At the EXCOM meeting immediately prior to the target ICOPS (about 6 - 7 months prior to the target ICOPS), the minicourse organizer should provide a written and oral report outline of the final plan.  At this point, the EXCOM must be presented with a memo signed by the course organizer and EXCOM chairperson documenting the financial agreement.


By six weeks after the registration deadline, the ICOPS chairperson and the minicourse organizer decide if the minicourse registration is sufficiently large to not loose money (this issue is discussed more fully in the Guidelines).  At this point, the ICOPS chairperson and the minicourse organizer must concur on the decision whether or not to proceed with the minicourse.  After the minicourse is given, the organizer should continue to interact with the ICOPS chairperson to bring to closure all of the outstanding financial issues, with the goal of presenting a final written and oral report at the next EXCOM meeting (about 6 - 7 months after the target ICOPS).


A more complete discussion of the points discussed in this overview, as well as additional helpful information, can be found in the Minicourse Guidelines.  A useful list of do’s and don’ts is also included as Appendix A of the Guidelines.

