
ANNUAL REPORT 2003 OF THE
NPSS TRANSNATIONAL COMMITTEE

The NPSS Trans Na tional Com mit tee
(TNC) came into be ing at the end of 2000. A
de scrip tion of the charge to the com mit tee is at
the end of this re port. Of the 3000 NPSS
mem bers approximately 1000 re side out side
the USA, in more than 50 coun tries. Our so ci -
ety is at trac tive in some times un ex pected ways, 
and it would be in ter est ing to know more
about this in or der to sat isfy the ex pec ta tions of 
the mem bers. Two from the 16 elected AdCom 
mem bers are now from out side North Amer -
ica, with an other three among the ~40 non-
elected mem bers.  Non-Amer i can mem bers of
NPSS have played their part in the or ga ni za -
tional tasks in the So ci ety.  Even tu ally the TNC
should be come re dun dant, once a rep re sen ta -
tive frac tion of the AdCom mem bers co mes
from coun tries world wide. 

Sev eral of the TNC mem bers are very ac tive
in so lic it ing par tic i pa tion from non-Amer i can
groups in NPSS con fer ences, the NSREC and
the NSS-MIC in par tic u lar. For the lat ter there
is con tin u ous col lab o ra tion with the CIP com -
mit tee of RITC and with the NSS-MIC gen -
eral chair man. Monthly meet ings were held
dur ing 2003.  This cer tainly has con trib uted to
the re cord at ten dance in Port land, be sides the
fact that the room-tem per a ture de tec tor work -
shop was again co-lo cated with the NSS-MIC,
as it was in San Diego and as it will be again in
Rome in 2004.

There are var i ous links be tween mem bers of 
the TNC and lo cal chap ters. It is a plea sure to
men tion the good col lab o ra tion with Vern
Price in chap ter pro mo tion and in mem ber ship 
de vel op ment all over the world.

TNC mem bers pro vide in put for the awards 
nom i na tions and for the pro mo tion of mem -
bers to se nior mem ber ship. It very clear that
the in for ma tion nec es sary for a nom i na tion
must be col lected a long time in ad vance of the
15 May dead line.  Also, one has to make sure
that the per son in ques tion is ac tu ally a mem -
ber of NPSS, which is a re quire ment for most
of the awards.

The yearly TNC meet ing has been held on
22 Oc to ber, at the Doubletree Ho tel in Port -
land. 11 of the 15 mem bers of the TNC were
pres ent.  Points dis cussed were:

• Pos si ble so lu tions to the prob lems with
en try-visa en coun tered by sci en tists/
mem bers from cer tain coun tries who

want to at tend IEEE con fer ences; a ‘sci -
en tific iden tity card’ was pro posed but
fi nally deemed not ‘abuse-proof ’. Early
ac tion with backup via high-level in ter -
ven tion seems best way.

• Or ga ni za tion of fu ture con fer ences:
pro vi sions for cheap ho tel rooms is
required for the ben e fit of stu dents and
other par tic i pants with mod est bud get.
In par tic u lar it is re quested that  the sit -
u a tion for the Puerto Rico con fer ence
in 2005 be reviewed. Alberto Del
Guerra com mented on the prep a ra tions 
for the 2004 Roma con fer ence. Some
pro pos als for the 2007 NSS-MIC to be
held out side the US have been made. 

• The sus pen sion of IEEE ser vices to
mem bers from cer tain coun tries on a
US State Deptartment list. It was re -
ported that some progresshas been
made in the ne go ti a tions be tween IEEE 
and the so-called ‘OFAC’. TNC en cour -
ages ef forts to re-es tab lish sci en tific ex -
change as a ba sic rights for sci en tists of
all na tion al i ties.

Task of the IEEE NPSS Trans na tional
Comittee

The Trans Na tional Com mit tee (TNC) was
es tab lished in or der to pro vide a frame work for 
en sur ing par tic i pa tion by mem bers out side the
USA and Can ada in the or ga ni za tional de ci -
sions of the Nu clear and Plasma Sci ences So ci -
ety. The chair per son of the TNC is an elected
vot ing mem ber of the NPSS AdCom for the
nor mal pe riod of four years, and must be res i -
dent out side the North Amer i can con ti nent.
This re quire ment guarentees there will al ways
be at least one non-North-Amer i can mem ber
on AdCom. The TNC is com posed of ap -
pointed per sons who rep re sent a wide spec -
trum of the NPSS mem ber ship out side North
Amer ica, both ac cord ing to sci en tific fields and 
na tion al i ties. These TNC members should be
in con tact with their lo cal IEEE-NPSS mem -
ber ship, so that they can pro vide via the chair
an ap pro pri ate in put into the de ci sion mak ing
of the AdCom.  

The TNC pre pares a pro posal for the elec -
tion of the TNC chair per son a year be fore the
ex pi ra tion of the man date of the pre vi ous chair

The mem bers of the TNC are ap pointed by

38   March 2004 N U C L E A R  &  P L A S M A  S C I E N C E S  S O C I E T Y

Erik Heijne
Chair, NPSS

Trans na tional
Committee



the NPSS pres i dent, on the rec om men da tion
of the TNC chair.  Each year up to 5 new mem -
bers are ap pointed, and it is ex pected that they
will re main on the TNC for at least four years.

Some sub jects in which the TNC can spe cif -
i cally play an im por tant role are the fol low ing:

• con tacts with and ini tia tives to wards lo -
cal NPSS chap ters 

• pro pos als for the lo ca tion of IEEE-
NPSS con fer ences in re gions out side
the USA or Can ada 

• pro pos als for awards to be given to
IEEE mem bers in their coun tries or in

their sci en tific dis ci plines 
• pro mo tion of IEEE-NPSS mem ber ship 

in their re gion
• draw ing at ten tion to wishes or prob -

lems that af fect the proper func tion ing
of IEEE lo cally (an ex am ple is the re -
cur rent prob lem with rec og ni tion of lo -
cal in sti tutes of higher ed u ca tion in the
mem ber ship ac cep tance procedure)

Erik Heijne can be reached at CERN,
CH1211 Geneva 23, Swit zer land; Phone: +41
22 767-3946; Fax: +41 22 767-3394; E-mail:
erik.heijne@cern.ch.
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