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Central Texas Section

www.ieee.org/CTS

Power 

Engineering 

Society
Date:

October 26, 2004

Time: 

6:00PM Social



6:30 to 7:00PM Dinner



7:00 to 7:30PM Business Meeting



7:30 to 8:30PM Program

Location:
El Gallo Mexican Restaurant



2910 S Congress (see below)


Austin, Texas



512-444-2205

Speaker:
James Mercier, PE

Program:
Queen Isabella Memorial Bridge Collapse Detection and Motorist Warning System
Dinner:  
Dinner is $10.00 – IEEE Members

$12.00 – Non-IEEE Members

Free for students.

RSVP
For further information, please contact Susan Thornton or Steve Kanetzky  512-326-3380 or go to our web site at http://ewh.ieee.org/soc/pes/centraltexas/


Speaker:
James graduated from the IBEW electrical apprenticeship program in 1979 as a Journeyman Electrician.  In 1981, he returned to college to graduate from the University of Cincinnati with a BS in Civil Engineering (1986).  James returned to Texas in 1993 and has worked for TxDOT since 1994.  His jobs have included Highway Lighting Engineer, Traffic Signal Engineer, and now Hydraulics Engineer for bridges and storm drains.  James is licensed as a Professional Engineer in 6 states, and as a Master Electrician in the City of Austin and 2 states.  He was the Austin Chapter PES Chair in 2001 and 2002.
Presentation:
In September 2001, an errant barge struck a bridge, knocking out two spans.  In the dark, several cars drove off the end into the water.  After the bridge was restored, The Texas Department of Transportation decided to explore a collapse detection and motorist warning system.  Since no such system existed, the entire concept and design was original.  The task fell on James Mercier, a Sr. Member of IEEE and a Union (IBEW) electrician with experience in heavy industrial/commercial work.  The system is installed and operating today, and has attracted the attention of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).

Directions to El Gallo:
From I –35:

Exit at Oltorf, turn west, and continue until S. Congress Avenue.  At S. Congress, turn left.  El Gallo is about 500 feet past the next traffic light (Cumberland), on the right.  It’s also directly across from the entrance to St. Edward’s University.

From Ben White Blvd. (US290/SH71):

Exit at S. Congress Avenue and turn north (left from 360, right from I-35).  El Gallo is about 600 feet past the next traffic light (Woodward), on the left. It’s also directly across from the entrance to St. Edward’s University.

The parking lot extends beside the building from the S. Congress, and there is lots of it.  Once you’ve entered the restaurant, turn left at the cashier’s counter into the party room.  The bar will be available to those who care to purchase a drink or beer.   In fact, there is a service window, so we don’t even have to leave the party room.  

The menu will be a choice of seven meals; selection will be done at time of ordering.  The meal includes tea or coffee, and dessert.  Our only restriction is that we must close our program by 9 PM.  For the early risers and the long drivers, this is good news!

