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Abstract:

Fueled by some big acquisitions of robotics start-ups in the past months the interest in robotics
especially in service robotics seems to be going through the roof. Some of the expectations that
float around certainly belong more into the realm of science fiction rather than in science and
engineering. Still the interest of the public as well as of the decision makers in industry and politics
is triggered and they expect the robotics community to deliver. One can expect that the seemingly
unlimited financial resources of the super powers currently acting on or behind the stage will enable
them not only to fuel but also meet the expectations of the public in one way or the other.

The question is: Is that the end of the game in robotics as we have known it for some decades?
Certainly not! Fundamental scientific and technical problems will not be solved overnight. But it
will change the game and there is a good chance that it will change it to the better. While many
robot applications in the past where bound to fail, because there was no market, the big players have
the power to create the markets. And this markets will also provide opportunities for smaller players.

What is badly needed, however, for the smaller players to survive is a consolidation in the way in
which they currently develop new robotic applications. From scratch developments and proprietary
"we-to0" solutions may no longer help to survive.

In my talk I will draw some parallels between the game changes in IT industry and the
telecommunication industry and what we can learn from it for the game change in robotics. I will
reflect on good and bad lessons learned in the development of robot applications and I will highlight
the importance of the availability of hardware and software reference platforms and reusable off the
shelve solutions for the development of new robot applications.
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