IEEE PES Policy Development Coordinating Committee

Teleconference, February 18, 2003, Minutes

Attendees are listed in the Attachment.

The meeting was called to order at approximately 11:05 am Eastern by Phil Hopkinson.

1.
Review of Agenda

Three additional topics were proposed by participants and added to the agenda by consent:

· World energy future (Stan Klein)

· IEEE Energy Policy Committee (Stan Klein)

· Anti-matter (Bruce Dietzman)
2. 
Minutes

Minutes of the teleconference on October 16, 2002, were reviewed and approved.

3. 
Committee Website
(Paulette Payne, Committee Webmaster, did not participate in this discussion as she, like other East Coast members, was snowed in and unable to access the corporate e-mail system to receive dial-in instructions for this teleconference.)

Paulette has forwarded Committee material for posting on the IEEE website to an IEEE e-mail address, as instructed by IEEE; but nothing has happened. A participant suggested that Paulette contact Susan Sacks, s.sacks@ieee.org.
The Committee discussed posting of discussion and comments of draft policy statements. In the absence of discussion technology such as used by Slashdot, the Committee will use a listserv, using technology presumed to be already available for use by IEEE committees. The comments would be collected by someone and posted on the Committee website. The listserv would be used for announcements as well as discussion. A participant suggested that Paulette investigate whether such technology is indeed available.

Doug Logan agreed to communicate these two suggestions to Paulette.

Until a listserv is established for the Committee, the e-mail address list in e-mail messages from Doug can be used for distributing Committee materials. Doug agreed to ensure that every member of the Technical Council is included on the e-mail list.
An alternative discussed for announcing recent Committee documents to the entire PES membership is to include a blurb in Mel Olkin’s monthly report. (m.olken@ieee.org). However, this must be used only for documents ready for release to PES membership.
Documents are to be numbered using “Doc # Ver #.##”.
The process for developing and approving Committee documents is:

1. Draft (by a working group)

2. Review (by the Committee)

3. Approval (by the Committee)

4. Review (by the Technical Council)

5. Approval (by the Technical Council)

6. Release (to the PES membership)

4.
Deregulation
John Provanzana and Stuart Solomon gave a review of the current status of electric power deregulation. Some of the key points from the review, and the discussion that followed, were:

· Deregulation is now on hold. Some states have backed off. States can be divided into three categories:

· Those that have completed restructuring and implementation of competitive markets. It’s a done deal.

· Those that have partially restructured but have not fully implemented competitive markets. Some have delayed further action and somme may repeal their deregulation legislation.

· Those that have taken no action. They see recent events as confirming their inaction as correct.

· Federal / state conflict is rising, for example, the recently-enacted Virginia legislation prohibiting utilities from joining RTOs prior to June 2004, and only then with the approval of the State Corporation Commission. State legislatures and state regulatory commissions are concerned about losing jurisdiction.
· There are concerns about unintended consequences and allocation of costs.

· Although development of retail markets is stalled, advances in competition in wholesale power markets will continue.

There was discussion of how the Committee can move toward a position statement on deregulation. Is it feasible for the Committee make such a statement in a fast-moving world? Things a statement might include are:

· It is difficult for companies to make decisions given regulatory uncertainty.

· What is missing from the proposed policy? Investment recovery.

5.
Anti-matter Power

Bruce Dietzman reported, for the information of the Committee, that a PES member proposed establishing a group and conducting sessions at the Toronto meeting on power from anti-matter. John Estey and others declined to act on the proposals, saying that it is premature. More information on the topic can be found at www.matter-antimatter.com.
6.
Environmental Statement

Frances Cleveland’s draft statement on environmental issues, distributed in October, was discussed, along with alternatives for proceeding further. The alternatives included:

· Working with Jim Fancher on the Energy Policy Committee

· Taking a position promoting the development of technologies

· Prescribing a set of principles for national / global energy policy, such as:

· Considering life-cycle impacts

· Balancing energy and economic concerns

Issues raised included:

· Technical problems have arisen in deployment of wind power in Hawaii, such as integration with the system and dispatch impacts.
· Kentucky projects only 50 years of coal reserves, given mining restrictions.

· Some believe that recoverable coal resources are actually much less than 200 years.

· Oil and gas resources are being depleted.
Doug will redistribute Frances’ draft.
7.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be a teleconference, on Wednesday, May 14, at 11:00 am Eastern Daylight Time.
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