IEEE New South Wales Section

Minutes of the 161st Executive Committee Meeting, 4 February 2002

North Sydney Institute of TAFE, Gore Hill, Room CG15

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.05pm.

1. Attendance and Apologies

Present:
Andrew Parfitt, Jim Vasseleu, David Burger, Trevor Bird, John Robinson,


Jim Logothetis, Karu Esselle, David Tien, Graeme Gwilliam, Bruce Poon,


Walter Lachs, Faz Rahman.

Apologies:
Kate Carruthers, Sam Reisenfeld, Filita Barker, Philip Ogunbona, 


Stefan Mozar, Zak Zakarevicius

The chair welcomed all to the new committee.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record (moved Jim Logothetis, seconded John Robinson, carried).

3. Agenda and Actions

The agenda was approved.

Action 41/2001: Filita Barker has accepted the position of GOLD affinity group coordinator. Unfortunately the Canadian visitor had to cancel his visit. Complete.

Action 45/2001: Bhargava meeting accounts now finalized. Complete.

Action 48/2001: Investment accounts have been consolidated temporarily into a single CMT. Complete.

Action 51/2001: Draft paper on promotion of IEEE and Electrical Engineering profession has commenced with Sydney University foundation and TAFE awards etc. An amount of USD$2000 is earmarked for this activity. Proposal to use the Region 10 fund to promote IEEE locally including students and recent graduates. Possible use of some of the section funds for this purpose as well.  Continuing.

Action 52/2001: Tim Hesketh to send list of student branch chairs to Bruce Poon. Continuing.

Action 55/2001: Web site development still continuing. Continuing.

Action 57/2001: 2002 Week of engineering topics with Trevor Bird. Continuing.          

Action 58/2001: Subcommittee to be formed for the purpose of preparing CDROM under Action 51/2001. Continuing.

4. Correspondence

· Bruce Poon nominated by Section for R10 Outstanding Volunteer Award.

· Details of 2001 rebate received from HQ.

· Letters terminating CMT and transferring funds.

· Letter to HQ from Australia Council requesting exemption for US signatory on accounts.

· Request for advertising information for Circuit received.

· Some chapter reports and JP meeting reports received.

· 3 papers for Australia Council student paper contest received.

· Letter from PEP Committee thanking IEEE for $1000 contribution for 2002.

The correspondence was received (moved Andrew Parfitt, seconded Karu Esselle, carried).

5. Standing Committee Chairs for 2002

The following elections were made:

Fellow Search:

Walter Lachs

Membership Development:
Bruce Poon

Professional Activities:
Jim Logothetis

Educational Activities:
Karu Esselle

Student Activities:

vacant

Awards and Recognition:
Jim Vasseleu

Life Members:


Jim Vasseleu

Member Communications:
Kate Carruthers

Nominations:


Jim Vasseleu

GOLD Affinity Group:
Filita Barker

Circuit Editor:


David Tien

[Secretary’s Note:  subsequent to the meeting, David Tien accepted nomination as Student Activities Chair, and the Circuit Editor will be Trevor Bird assisted by Walter Lachs as required. These arrangements confirmed by email poll.]

6. Treasurer’s Report

Cheque account balance stands at $9,145.95 with $99,375.00 in a Commonwealth Bank CMT.

The 2001 rebate, after currency conversion, was $22,681.25.

Three accounts are to be paid, to a total of $1,390.00

It was agreed that the investment needs to be optimized to maximize financial return to the Section now that a consolidated account with common signatories has been established.

The L-50 form is to be submitted by the end of February. Graeme Gwilliam is currently working with the auditor on this.

Discussion on the PICA 2001 account ensued:

· John Robinson and the executive to determine whether the full PICA funds can be disbursed in the 2001 accounts.

· Disbursement of surplus proposed to PES as per original agreement.

Discussion on Decision and Control conference ensued:

· GST assessment is to be by NSW Section – this affects our paperwork but the GST payment to be borne by the conference funds.

The Treasurer’s report was received and expenditure authorized (moved Walter Lachs, seconded Bruce Poon, carried.)

7. CIRCUIT Report

A preliminary draft of Circuit was circulated, however, it was agreed that David Poon should consider this urgently.

[Secretary’s note: subsequent to the meeting, Trevor Bird agreed to continue to produce Circuit with the help of his assistant Dallas Rolph, with Walter Lachs contributing text input as required.]

8. Chairman’s Forum 

The chair discussed the issues he intends the committee to tackle this year:

· Regular schedule of major conferences in Sydney/NSW.

· GOLD affinity group establishment

· Educational and Professional Activities – preparation of the information CDROM.

· Student Activities – revitalization through student counselors and new coordinator.

· Senior Member grade promotion.

· Engineering Management Chapter – final resolution as to whether the chapter will proceed.

· Chapter activities – need Chapters to prepare a plan of activities.

· Email communications – aim to distribute Circuit electronically next year.

· Use of new technology – videoconferencing lectures.

9. Standing Committee Reports

9.1 Fellow Search

No report.

9.2 Membership Development

Bruce Poon supplied the latest membership statistics.
9.3 Professional Activities

PEP Committee Matters:

· Cheque required for 2002 contribution ($1000) – this being prepared by the Treasurer.

· Engineering Week to be 13-19 July 2002, with Harrick’s Address at the Powerhouse Museum at 2pm on Sunday 14 July. Possible CSIRO presentation under discussion.

· 2002 Country Engineering Convention to be held in Bowral 20-22 September 2002.

· PEP budget under preparation.

2002 Joint Program Matters:

· IEAust will not be publishing a booklet listing lectures – information on the IEAust web site – we should link to this from IEEE web site.

Reception by IEAust Sydney Division:

· To be held at Duxton Hotel, North Sydney, on Monday 18 February 2002.

9.4 Educational Activities

No report.

9.5 Student Activities

No report.

9.6 Awards

No report.

9.7 Life Members

No report.

9.8 Member Communications

No report.

9.9 Nominations

No report.
10. Chapter Reports

10.1 Computer Chapter

No report.

10.2 Antennas and Propagation/Microwave Theory and Techniques

No report.

10.3 Communications/Signal Processing

No report.

10.4 Power Engineering

No report.

10.5 Power Electronics/Industrial Applications/Industrial Electronics

Faz Rahman indicated that the November meeting of the Chapter had 35 attendees - $450 to be paid as expenses.

A distinguished lecturer 1 day tutorial is to be given by Prof. Tenti on 8 February with a $200 per head charge.

Faz still requires a committee.

10.6 Circuits and Systems/Solid State Circuits

To be delisted.

11. Conference Reports

See Treasurer’s Report.

12. Other Business

12.1 Student Paper Contests

Andrew Parfitt reported that 3 papers had been received by the Section for the Australia Council/Region 10 Student Paper Contests. It was suggested that a Section Prize might be considered for one of these papers. The Secretary will determine a review process. (Action 1/2002, Secretary).
13. Closure

The meeting concluded at 9.10pm

The next meeting with be held at North Sydney Institute of TAFE at 7pm on Monday 4th March.

