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Abstract: After a brief review of earlier methods for fore-casting thunderstorms and light-
ning, descriptions are given of the use of modern digital radar and lightning location sys-
tems to provide real-time information about the occurence and progress of thunderstorms
and the resulting lightning flashes to ground.  The recent major advance in now-casting is
the development of the Bureau of Meteorology’s Storm Tracker. Several thunderstorms in
south-east Queensland are used to illustrate the now-casting techniques and their appli-
cation.
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