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Abstract
This presentation focuses on the events of the August 14th 2003 blackout that affected both Canada and the United States. Dr. Koval was involved in lengthy internal investigations of eastern US utilities with EPRI prior to the blackout and was featured in several news stories including CBC National TV, CBC Radio and Time Magazine. Some highlights of his presentation will include:
· Satellite nighttime images of the North American Grid before and after the blackout.

· An overview of the complex transmission grid interconnections for the affected area.

· 3-minute impact of the outage.

· The humorous "Blame Game".

· The sequence of events including the complexity added by the out-of-sync clocks.

· The primary causes of the blackout.

· The task of bringing the grid back on line.

Biography

Dr. Don Koval is a professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Alberta. He teaches classes in Reliability Engineering, Power Systems, and Industrial Power System Reliability. Previously he worked 13 years as a Distribution Special Studies Engineer for BC Hydro and 2 years with Saskatchewan Power. Don is a Registered Professional Engineer in the Provinces of Alberta and British Columbia, a Fellow of the IEEE, a Fellow of the American Biographical Institute, and a Life Fellow of the International Biographical Center, Cambridge, U. K. He is Chairman of IEEE Std. 493 (IEEE Gold Book – IEEE Recommended Practice for Design of Reliable Industrial and Commercial Power Systems). He was elected as one of the six Distinguished Lecturers of the IEEE Industry Application Society (IAS) for the period 2000-2001. He was also recently appointed to the rank of Distinguished Visiting Professor and elected Fellow by the International Institute for Advanced Studies in System Research and Cybernetics in Germany.
Location: Faculty Club, Papaschase Room, 11435 Saskatchewan Drive, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta.
Date: Thursday, February 5th, 2003.
Time: 6:00 – 6:30PM Registration and Cocktail
6:30 – 7:30PM Supper (cost included in the registration fee)
7:30 – 8:00PM Annual General Meeting and Elections

8:00 – 9:00PM Seminar Presentation
9:00 – 9:30PM Coffee

Fee:    IEEE Non-Members: $30

           IEEE Members: $25
           IEEE Life & Senior Members: 20$
           IEEE Student Members: $15
Payable by cash or check. Income tax receipts provided for IEEE members.
Supper Menu: 1) Brest of Chicken Cordon Bleu,

 2) Double Pork Chop. 

     (or special request of vegetarian dish)
RSVP: by Thursday January 29 2004 with your menu choice. 
            Email: mickwalton@bjelectricsupplies.com

 or

            Phone: Mick Walton at (780) 461-2334

            NCS PES/IAS Chapter webpage:

http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r7/northern-canada/ias-pes/
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