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IEEE SIGHT Southern Alberta Section 2015-2018

YP Events and Humanitarian Activities
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My journey in IEEE – Presentation outlines

1- IEEE Young Professionals
2- IEEE SIGHT – Events
3- IEEE SIGHT – Projects (boots-on-the-ground)

Positions:
IEEE Southern Alberta YP vice-chair.
IEEE Southern Alberta SIGHT chair.
IEEE MTT-S SHGHT vice president.
IEEE Internet Inclusion (3I) member.
IEEE Rising Stars Conference organizing committee member.
IEEE Young Professionals in Space organzing committee member….. 
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Martin Berka Tushar Sharma Bruce RoutDavid Garrett

Senior Member

My Team

Chelsa Mills Rafae Malik Sarah Awara
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Anis Ben Arfi

Myself

MSc & PhD at the University of Calgary (2014-2018)
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IEEE Canada - Region 7

EH!



7

2015 IEEE Southern Alberta Section Annual General Meeting
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2016 IEEE Southern Alberta Section Annual General Meeting
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2016 IEEE Southern Alberta Section Annual General Meeting
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Speed Meeting Mixer
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Schneider Electric industry mixer – awards ceremony
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IEEE Xtreme – IEEE Coding Night

Participants 18
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Westjet Hangar tour

Participants 14
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TransAlta Hydro Plant Tour Participants 11
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Solar farm visit
Participants 10
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YP Panel – Computer Soc Conference – Lake Louise
Participants 28
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Astronomy Night Participants 12
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IEEE Rising Stars – Las Vegas
Participants 23 Ucalgary
Total Participants 320
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Attendees 28

Entrepreneurship Speaker Series
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Attendees 12

Entrepreneurship Speaker Series



Annual BBQ – IEEE DAY Celebration

Participants: 400

Annual BBQ – IEEE DAY Celebration

Participants: 400
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PES Day Celebration
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Sumo Robotics Tournament
Participants 60



24

Radio Frequency Hacking Workshop
Participants 27
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Young Professionals in Space – Bangalore India
Attendees 250
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Vising Team indus– Bangalore India
Participants 12



27

Humanitarian Activities

SIGHT EVENTS
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RFID technology Talk By Glen Kathler Attendees 29
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Amateur radio training Participants 30
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Amateur radio training Participants 29
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Disaster Alley National Day
Participants 2500
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Perspectives from above: Robert Thirsk

Attendees 120
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Participation in Capstone projects

3 Teams
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Meet My Robot Exhibition

Attendees 110
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Meet My Robot
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Canadian Youth SDG training
Attendees 300
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All the events I presented are good!
I call them the “One-Day events”

I enjoy organizing these events and will
keep organizing them

Now, Let’s start more impactful work? 
targeted to a specific community, 

With a sustainable goal.
“BOOTS-ON-THE-GROUND PROJECTS”
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24 ParticipantsCommunity engagement workshop
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92, 000 Calgarians live with a disability.

Solutions are either too expensive, or simply do not exist.

Engineering students, young professionals, technicians, faculty members want to use their skills to make a difference 
in the community.

Statistics, the need, the aim
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TOM Makeathon 2016 Preparation
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Participants 78

TOM Makeathon 2016

https://youtu.be/ejWOOoW4Gts?t=47s

https://youtu.be/slU7NhqL6YA?t=24s
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TOM Makeathon: Project Lyft
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Partners
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TOM Makeathon 2017
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TOM Makeathon 2017 Preparation
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LipSync Building Workshop
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126KM

SikSika Nation Reserve Location
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SikSika Nation Reserve visit
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Getting Started – Preparing for educational activities
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Started the STEM program
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Not just STEM, 
Arts too
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Got access to new facilities
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New Location + Machine Shop
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Radio Astronomy + Student Poster
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Training by Light Up The World – Day 1
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Training by Light Up The World – Day 2
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Rebuilding an optical telescope



58

Solar Kit Project
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Solar Kit Project introduction

Participants 22
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Building the solar kit on campus Participants 9
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video: building the solar observatory by local people

Using the solar panels kit built by 

students to power the observatory
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Powering a Solar Observatory Paper

Congratulations - we are pleased to inform you that
your paper 1570361604 ('Solar Powered Observatory
For Educational Activities') for 2017 IEEE Global 
Humanitarian Technology Conference (GHTC 2017) 
has been accepted.

*** Comments to Author *** 

This paper is description of an IEEE SIGHT 
activity. 
We would like to see similar activities
reported in our conference.
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Presentation of the solar observatory paper
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Participation in SIGHT reception at GHTC
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Bridging the digital divide - Maskwacis



66

Bruce Buffalo documentary

(Broadband Bruce) 
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Hosting Talks, raising awareness



68

Installing new access points



69

Workshop: Preparing for Guatemala

Participants 12
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First Day in Guatemala
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Drive to Todos Santos
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Inspecting old installations Day 1



73

Inspecting old installations Day 2
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Inspecting old installations Day 3
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Solar panels installation for the School
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Solar panels installation for the School - Day 4 
40 lightbulbs, 12 AC power outlets, 23 switches
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Installing a Signal Booster at the school
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Solar electrification for the Community Centre
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Cultural exchange



Meet the man
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Celebrating the light: Gracis Dios por la luz



85

YP Newsletter IEEE Canadian Foundation Newsletter

ALWAYS think about publishing your Events and Projects in IEEE media
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Recognitions and Awards

• Southern Alberta Section:
• Region 7 best large section award 2015 
• MGA Outstanding PES Chapter 2015
• Region 7 best medium Section award 2016
• Region 7 best medium Section award 2017
• MTT Best student branch 2017
• MGA best medium section award 2017
• My team and I: 
• SIGHT-APS best design competition 
• Scholarship in achievement in leadership 2016
• Young Professionals Hall of Fame 2015
• Graduate representatives council: Outstanding Student Initiative 2017
• MGA YP achievement 2017
• Government of Alberta Graduate Citizenship Award
• Schulich Engineering School Leadership Award 2018
• The University of Calgary Sustainability award 
• VOLT program graduate
• ….                                                                                    



87

▸ Taking full benefit from your IEEE membership

▸Managing resources (human, financial, time…)

▸ Learned a lot of new technical Skills

▸Meeting and working with great people 

▸ Giving back to my community and to the world through IEEE!

▸ Enjoying the engineering discipline and using it for humanitarian 
purposes

What we have learned?
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▸Expertise in catering (Specialized in ordering pizza, soda, coffee, 
donuts, ….) 

▸Designing good posters and promoting events on social media

▸Installing Audiovisual equipment and troubleshooting it

▸Booking rooms and select good venues for events

▸Send Invitation emails (but not spamming) 

▸Pay the parking for the guest speakers

▸Fill a claim expenses form correctly (and include all the receipts)

▸Call for a motion at the section meeting (ideally, vote ‘in favour!’ for 
all the motions)

What I have learned?   
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Future Events: IEEE Rising Stars
http://sites.ieee.org/risingstars/
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Future Events: IEEE Rising Stars
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Future Events: LUTW installation in Peru - April 2019
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Future Events: YP in Space https://www.ypinspace.com
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For more info: SIGHT in Bytes webinars



Thank you!

Anis Ben Arfi, anis.b.a@ieee.org94


