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were in his possession certainly were
things of beauty. I’m at a loss as to what all
the particular buttons on this thing were.

After taking a degree from Alabama
Polytechnic Institute (now Auburn), his
career took him from radio stations (the
old WJSV) in Washington, DC to the
Navy to ECAC to retirement and service
with the IEEE.

Again, from his obituary: His sugges-
tions were instrumental in the construc-
tion of an interference-free radar system
for the military, and he helped write

national standards for future communica-
tions devices. Mr. Thomas also resolved
interference problems in the White
House radio room when he discovered
that fluorescent lighting from the
kitchen was the culprit. After the war, he
became the first U.S. representative to
the International Special Committee on
Radio Interference (CISPR). 

In the meantime, Tom and Tom kept
at it. We barely scratched the surface.

Mr. Thomas wrote numerous techni-
cal papers. He was elected an IEEE Fel-

low and received the Institute's Standards
Medallion and the Laurence G. Cum-
ming Award. Mr. Thomas passed away on
January 31, 2007. 

For all his collecting and document-
ing and archiving, we are forever grateful.
Now, Dan when are you coming back?

The author is indebted to Dan Hoolihan of
Hoolihan EMC Consulting, Barry Wallen of
ANDRO Computational Solutions, Tom
Boughner of EMC Technologists and Tom
Revesz of HV Technologies for providing a very
memorable day. EMC

WJSV, Later WTOP Tom and Tom Dig In

The Fifth Most Referenced Transactions Paper
of the EMC Society
Dan Hoolihan, History Committee Chair

INTRODUCTION
As part of the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the EMC Society of the IEEE (1957-2007), a review and comparison of past
papers in the IEEE Transactions on Electromagnetic Compatibility was undertaken. In the four previous Newsletters, we have pub-
lished the first, second, third, and fourth most referenced papers, which are, respectively:

1. “Transient Response of Multiconductor Transmission Lines Excited by a Nonuniform Electromagnetic Field;” EMC-22,
No. 2, May – 1980, Page 119 by A. K. Agrawal, H. J. Price, and S. H. Gurbaxani.

2. “Absorbing Boundary Conditions for the Finite-Difference Approximation of the Time-Domain Electromagnetic Field
Equations;” EMC-23, No. 4, November – 1981, Page 377 by Gerrit Mur.

3. “Generation of Standard Electromagnetic Fields Using TEM Transmission Cells;” EMC-16, No. 4, November – 1974,
Pages 189 -195 by Myron (Mike) L. Crawford.  

4. “Frequency Response of Multiconductor Transmission Lines Illuminated by an Electromagnetic Field,” EMC-18, No. 4,
November – 1976, Pages 183-190 by Clayton R. Paul.

In this issue, we are publishing the fifth Most-Referenced EMCS Transactions paper of the first 50 years of the EMC Society
and it is written by two gentlemen; J. G. Costas and B. Boverie who were both with Sandia National Laboratories in Albu-
querque, New Mexico when the paper was written.

The title of the paper is “Statistical Model for a Mode-Stirred Chamber” and it was first published in the IEEE Transactions
on EMC in Volume 33, No. 4. in November of 1991.

Again, we hope you take the time to read and appreciate the significance of this historical article.
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EMC War Stories
By James P. McNaul, EMC Society Founder

One of the most interesting aspects of my work, and it
isn’t directly EMC, but it certainly is related to it, was
the preparation for the CCIR Plenary Session in Janu-

ary and February of 1963, where we were worried about get-

ting the proper frequencies assigned for communications satel-
lites.  At that point in time, they had not really been launched
in any operational system.  I was with the Army Communica-
tion Satellite Agency and had the responsibility of being the

James McNaul is shown at far left with EMC Founders (from left) Vince Mancino, Milton Kant, Ralph Showers, Sam
Burruano and Tony Zimbalatti during the 2007 IEEE International Symposium on EMC in Honolulu, Hawaii.
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