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Abstract

The presentation will focus on the events surrounding the major Northeast North American blackout which
interrupted electric power service to fifty million people in the US and Canada. We will also highlight earlier and
subsequent blackouts in North America and Europe. Technical causes and the lessons learned from follow-up
system studies will be introduced. The discussion will then shift to the effect of the findings on how the power
engineering curriculum might reflect these new findings. Opportunities for research and development are
highlighted.
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